BENEVOLENT AND PROTECTIVE
ORDER OF ELKS

124 NEW HAVEN AVENUE
MILFORD, CT 06460-4827

PHONE: 203-874-1589

MILFORD LODGE NO. 1589

December 2025

Milford Elks
Lodge
#1589

Milford, CT

203-874-1589

LODGE MEETINGS
December 2nd and 16th
7:00pm

December 2025 Taproom Hours
Monday 5:00pm—11:00pm
Tuesday 4:00pm—10:00pm
Wednesday 4:00pm—10:00pm
Thursday 4:00pm—11:00pm
Friday 3:00pm—12:00am
Saturday 12:00pm—12:00am
Sunday 12:00pm—9:00pm
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Exalted Ruler
Leading Knight
Loyal Knight
Lecturing Knight
Secretary
Treasurer
Esquire

Tiler

Chaplain

Inner Guard

Trustees:

One-year

Two-year

Three-year

Four-year

Five-year

PER Association President
Youth Activities Committee
Drug Awareness Committee
Audit Committee

House Committee
Activities Committee

Public Relations Committee

Hall Rental

Jennifer Vondle

Mary Garfield

Sarah Muoio

Erin Burke

David Field, PDD

Kelly O’Hara

Mary Ellen Patchell, PER
Don Sanchez

Julia Townsend

Caroline Butler

Joseph Leto, PDD, PER Chair
Danette Contaras, PER
David Williams, PER
Joseph Mager lll, PER
James Garfield, PER
Joseph Mager lll, PER
Robert Black

Mary Ellen Patchell, PER
Kevin Kozek

Lexi Black & Morgan Vondle
Mary Garfield

Amy Potts, Sarah Muoio,

& Sue Bernor, PER

Danette Contaras (203) 623-1991 or

Anne Marie Field (203) 314-1831

Sickness & Distress

Mary Garfield

(203)906-5693
maryhgarfield@gmail.com

Bulletin Editor
(203) 305-3124

Amy Potts
Elks1589PR@gmail.com

www.MilfordElks.com | www.CTElks.org | www.Elks.org

Birthdays - December

Wish another member Happy Birthday. Stop in the month of your
Birthday and start the day you choose to celebrate your birthday with
us and both you and your significant other will receive a
complimentary drink of your choice.

NOOBRWN -~

December Birthday Celebration
December 28th @ 5pm!!

Christine Trombetta, Jennifer Vondle
Nancy Brennan, Catherine Graham, Daniel Johnson
Peter Berube

Dennis Gaetano, Jeffery Gamble, Nancy Zelinsky
John Rainieri

Nicholas Sostilio

Kelly Brander, Steven Clark, Jeffrey Feulner,
Timothy Grivalsky

Thomas Craig, Sr, David Kozek, JoMarie Pelle,
Louis Swanson

Allan Banyacsky, Donna Berlanda, Jacqueline Mager
Kathleen Salazar, Kristen Schultz, Kevin Suech
Kelly Diaz, Warren Field Jr, Linda McMahon,

James Mountzouris, Joanne Ruotolo, Robert Smith,
Rick Theriault

Jared Heon, James Hessberger Jr, Anthony Natale
William Lyons, James O’Brien, Julia Townsend
David Baldwin, Thomas Kosa

John Barney, Guy Wannop

Richard Jones, Carol Steers

Brian Ashcroft

Thomas Bogart

Thomas Haray, Robert Slesinski

Kenneth Jalbert, Robert Kemp, John O’Gorman,
Chloe Zimmerman

Peter Falcione, Doreen Tomao

Bronco Parlin

Paul Ouellette

Michael Musante

Paola Lopez, Sven Olsen, Richard Patry

Kim Girard, Brian Simler, Marlene Terry
Anthony DiMartino, Daniel Kochman,
Calvin Smith Jr, Nicole Vartuli

www.MilfordElks.com | www.CTElks.org | www.Elks.org

15



What’s Happening Exalted Ruler Message

Dear Members,

Q
e d As we welcome the holiday season, I want to share gratitude for the
Membel"s 8 incredible month of November we experienced together. Our lodge was filled
g 2 with fellowship, generosity, and community spirit—everything that makes
Chrlstmas € being an Elk so special.
P al"ty We braved the Penguin Plunge for Special Olympics, enjoyed the fun of
Mixtape Match, and raised funds through the Turkey Shoot to support our
20 DECEMBER Children’s Christmas Party. We honored local youth during our Hoop Shoot
and Sportsmanship Awards, recognizing the character and leadership of
6pm students from Joseph A. Foran and Jonathan Law High Schools.
Bring a Dish to Share We also gathered for our annual Thanksgiving Breakfast, a tradition that
Christmas Karaoke always warms the heart as much as the meal itself.
, P As the holidays arrive, our commitment to giving continues. We are
% , Nl LR collecting gloves, hats, scarves, and warm winter items for those in need, and
@ "“‘3"3&4- ' supporting Toys for Tots to help bring joy to children in our community.

g December brings some of our most meaningful traditions:
. Christmas Dinner Baskets & Deliveries
. Christmas Day Dinner
. Children’s Christmas Party
. Lodge Christmas Party

These moments remind us of what the season is truly about—kindness,
connection, and caring for others.

c VOLUA -
ohoF N[%
v »

CHRISTMAS
DAY

sty

Thursday
\ December 25th
) ( ’,k 10 am-1:30 pm
\ |

No matter which committee we serve on or where we sit, we are one lodge
and one family. Your contributions—big or small—help us continue Making
the Difference in our community.

Wishing each of you a peaceful, joyful, and heart-warming holiday season.
Fraternally Yours,
Jennifer P Vondle , Exalted Ruler

jennifervondle@gmail.com
203-823-6313
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What’s Happening

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 7TH
10 AM

Elks
Memorial
Service

==

Join us as we honor
and remember
the brothers
and sisters
whom have passed
this year.

Can and Bottle Drive
Sunday, December 7th

10 AM- 2 PM

Bring your bottles and cans and let your
friends know.

Volunteers needed to sort glass bottles,
plastic bottles and cans.
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What’s Happening

*&0 Children’s N
Christmas
Party

DECEMBER
13TH

Beey

S 9AM-12PM ey

. -

sign up before 12/6

¢

Wil 2lly g *2as

CHRISTMAS '
BASKETS

Packing Delivery

Friday Saturday
December 19th December 20st
6:30 pm 9am to 12 pm

Contact Danette w/questions
or to make a cash donation
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Activities Committee

Greetings, Fellow Elks!

The Activities Committee hopes everyone enjoyed the Mixed Tape
Match and Turkey Shoot last month, and that you all had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with family and friends. These November events
brought great energy to the lodge, and we're grateful for everyone who
participated and helped make them successful.

As we move into December, our popular staple events continue with
Country Line Dancing, Game Night, and Karaoke, so be sure to check
the calendar for dates and times. We're excited to announce that we
may be starting Live Music in the taproom this month! If not, it will
certainly start in the New Year. This is a new addition we think you’ll
really enjoy, so keep an eye out for email updates with performance
schedules, or check the TV monitor in the taproom for the latest
information.

The Activities Committee is looking forward to seeing everyone
throughout the month as we celebrate the holiday season together.
Whether you join us for dancing, games, music, or just good
conversation, there’s plenty of opportunity for fun and fellowship.

Let’s make this December memorable with lots of holiday cheer at the
lodge!

Mary H. Garfield (203-906-5693)
Leading Knight & Activities Committee Chair
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Officers Notes

On the first Sunday in December, we remember our members who have
passed in the last year. This year the Memorial service will be held on
Sunday, December 7th at 10:00AM in the Lodge room. Please attend this
reverent ceremony to honor our members who are no longer with us. An Elk
is never forgotten.

As of this writing, there are still 42 members whose dues are delinquent. I
urge you to pay them as soon as possible. If you would like to discuss your
ability to pay them, please contact me. Per our Lodge direction all delinquent
members Lounge access will be disabled. They will be turned on once your
dues are paid up. Delinquent members are not entitled to Lounge and/or
Lodge privileges, and you cannot be signed in as a guest.

Finally, as I am sure you know, membership is the lifeblood of our Lodge
and all our good works are only possible with a robust group of individuals
dedicated to the principles of our Order. I ask each of you to approach a
family member, friend, or coworker who you feel would make a good Elk
and ask them to consider joining our organization. Tell them why you
became an Elk and how you feel about the Lodge and the members who
have become your friends. Let them know about all the opportunities for
members and their families in the organization. Applications are available at
the Lodge or contact me at MilfordLodge1589@gmail.com and I will send as
many as you need.

Key Cards were provided to you for entry into the Lounge if your card is lost
or damaged, replacement cards cost $5.00.

Best wishes for a safe and joyful holiday season.

Delinquent Members: 42
Reinstatements Pending: 1
Applications to be read: 0
Candidates awaiting Investigation: 8
Investigation:December 8, 2025
Balloting: December 16, 2025
Awaiting Initiation: 2

Initiation: TBD

Dave Field, PDD
Secretary
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Elk of the Month

James “Jim” Hessberger

We are proud to honor James Hessberger as our Elk of the Month. Jim truly
represents what it means to be an Elk. He generously shares his knowledge
and wisdom from the many positions he has held in both our lodge and the
state association.

As our ENF Chairman, and the dedicated lead of our Bottle & Can Drive
every first Sunday—rain, shine, or holiday—Jim shows unwavering
commitment. He carries with him the tradition, honor, and values of
Elkdom and leads by example every day.

Thank you, Jim, for all that you do. We are grateful for your service and
dedication.

Tip of the Antlers

Tip of the Antlers - Robbie & Courtney Black

A big tip of the antlers to Robert “Robbie” Black and Courtney Black for their
fantastic work organizing and hosting the Turkey Shoot and coordinating the
Sportsmanship Awards.

They have taken on the Children’s Committee, and their dedication is already
shining through. Their energy and commitment have made a wonderful
difference. Thank you, Robbie & Courtney, for all that you do. We appreciate
you!

Tip of the Antlers - Thanksgiving Breakfast Crew

A big tip of the antlers to Lee Hill, Josie Hill, Bill Sheehan, Erin Burke, & Joe
Mager III. From cooking and bartending to setting up, serving, and cleaning
up, you made the morning run smoothly and created a warm, welcoming
start to the holiday. Your hard work, teamwork, and positive spirit filled the
lodge with gratitude and great food. Thank you all for making this tradition
such a success!

Tip of the Antlers - Rich Lopresti

A well-deserved tip of the antlers to Rich Lopresti for his outstanding work
organizing the Hoop Shoot and the Hoop Shoot Awards. Rich’s dedication,
preparation, and passion for this program make a tremendous impact each
year.

Thank you, Rich, for your commitment and for continuing to make this
event meaningful for the youth in our community. Your efforts are truly
appreciated!
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What’s Happening

- Christmas Day Community Dinner L
Thursday, December 25th - 11:00 AM-1:30 PM

Each year, the Milford Elks hosts a warm and welcoming Christmas Day
Dinner for community members who would otherwise be spending the holi-
day alone. It’s a heartfelt tradition—and your help can make this Christmas
truly memorable.

Volunteer Opportunities:

«  Wednesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve)
10:00 AM-12:00 PM: Set up tables and chairs; peel potatoes.
o Thursday, December 25th (Christmas Day)
8:00 AM: Decorate the hall, set up serving stations, and set tables.
11:00 AM-3:00 PM: Serve meals, clear tables, and help spread holiday
cheer.
1:30 PM-3:00 PM (Biggest Need): Clean up and take down decorations.

Donations Needed:

«  We're collecting socks, hats, and gloves—Items may be dropped off in
the Taproom.

« Cookies or brownies may be dropped off at the Lodge on December 24th
or the morning of December 25th.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer or donate, please contact Sue
Bernor, email susanbernor@gmail.com, or drop donations off at the Lodge.

Let’s come together to share the spirit of the season and brighten someone’s

Christmas Day.

B

CANDIDATES
Carmen Ouellet-Artz  Investigation
Steven Bernardini Investigation
Joseph Birarelli Investigation
Glorena Consedine Investigation
Eileen Fetchick Investigation
Chris Munz Investigation
Ryan McAllister Investigation
Tom Raab Investigation
William Sheehan III ~  Initiation
Ethan Simmel Initiation
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Board of Directors Corner

House Committee Notes

Members All,

The BOD meets once per month, normally scheduled for the Monday
before the first Tuesday meeting of the month.

The Board met on November 3, 2025. The major topic of the meeting
was again the parking lot, with the discussion centering on funding.
The project may have to do be done in phases. The Board is collecting
information on how to best accomplish that plan.

The Board discussed the Riders Fundraiser “Code Blue” event, and the
great success it was for both the Riders and the Lodge.

A discussion about installing a dumbwaiter for food serving from
upstairs to the taproom downstairs, especiaaly during inclement
weather. The Board is researching the possibilites. More to follow.

The ice machine downstairs has been fixed.

A notice from the City of Milford confirmed that the Lodge’s personal
property list has been received and recorded.

The Board decided to purchase some additional tables for the upstairs
hall. This will be brought to the Lodge floor.

The Board discussed grants, and the charitable reporting process. This
information will be shared with all individuals in charge of charitable
funraisers or functions. This provides the Lodge with valuable
information that needs to be reported to Grand Lodge.

The Board went over the items discussed by the District Deputy with
regards to spending guidelines set forth by Grand Lodge, and the
importance of staying within those guidelines.

If you have any questions or concerns please speak to me, or any of
your Board Members. Dave Williams PER, Danette Contaras PER,
Joe Mager III PER, Jim Garfield PER, Exalted Ruler Jennifer Vondle,
Leading Knight Mary Garfield, Loyal Knight Sarah Muoio, Lecturing
Knight Erin Burke, Secretary Dave Field PDD, and Treasurer Kelly
O’Hara.

Fraternally yours,
Joe Leto, PDD - Chairman, BOD
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KITCHEN MENU

Thu, December 4th ~ Thursday Night Supper 6-8 pm (Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes,
Mushroom Gravy)

Fri, December 5th 5-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Sat, December 6th 12-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Fri, December 12th  5-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Sat, December 16th ~ 12-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Thu, December 18th Thursday Night Supper 6-8 pm (Individual Chicken Pot Pie)

Fri, December 19th  5-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Sat, December 20th  12-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Thu, December 25th  Christmas Day- TAPROOM CLOSED

Fri, December 26th  5-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Sat, December 27th  12-8:30 pm Kitchen Menu

Wed, December 31st New Year’s Eve Celebration Potluck (Hours TBD)
|

Hello, my fellow Elks!

As always, we would like to give a big “THANK YOU” to everyone for another
successtul month at the lodge. November was filled with many fun times and
December is gearing up to be even more fun. We truly appreciate the support. Now
that we are done with our first month of having the kitchen open every weekend,

I hope everyone enjoys the luxury of that and continues to come out and support.
We are looking forward to our Member Christmas Party on December 20th from
6-10 pm. Two drink tickets per person will be given at the door and if you bring

an appetizer or a dessert, you get an extra drink ticket. The house committee will
put out some food for the members to enjoy. Winter officially starts on December
21st so that means the cold weather does too, keep enjoying the soups and stews

in lodge or bring some home. The Lodge is closed on Christmas Day. Wednesday,
December 31st we will be celebrating New Years Eve as we say “Au revoir” to 2025
and “Bienvenu” to 2026. Details to follow but I am sure, in Elks fashion, it will be
lively and fun. One thing we do need help with is supporting the lodge on Monday
nights for football. Currently, we are not getting the support the lodge needs to
justify staying open. That being said, If we do not see an uptick in support we may
be forced to close Monday nights. Sunday hours are from Noon to close in the
Taproom and are Potluck. Please bring something that you enjoy or something you
love to make for other members to try. We ask that you continue to head down to
the lodge and support our amazing stewards, as they would like to see everyone’s
beautiful faces now that Autumn is here. Don't be a stranger.

Just a friendly reminder that NO ONE should go behind the bar in the taproom
unless you are working on shift, or you are on the House Committee, and the
Steward has given you permission.

As always, we would like to say thank you for allowing us this opportunity and we
would appreciate the continued support of our Elks Family. Our contact information
is below if you have any thoughts or questions. Can’t wait to see you at our next
meeting on Wednesday October 10th at 6pm.

Respectfully,
House Committee Co-Chairs, Alexis Black, bobnlex@aol.com 203-214-6911
Morgan Vondle, mdv724@gmail.com  203-313-6644
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SUNDAY ‘

Memorial Svc 10am
Can & Bottle Drive
10am-2pm

Pot Luck Sunday

Pot Luck Sunday

Pot Luck Sunday

Pot Luck Sunday
December Birthdays
5pm
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MONDAY

Activities Committee
Meeting 7:00pm

Elks Riders Mtg 7pm

December 2025

‘ TUESDAY ‘ WEDNESDAY ‘ THURSDAY‘

Lodge Meeting
7:00pm

Lodge Meeting
7:00pm

Game Night 6:30pm

House Committee
Meeting 6pm
Game Night 6:30pm

Game Night 6:30pm

Game Night 6:30pm

NEW YEARS EVE
CELEBRATION

Thurs Night Sup-
per 6-8pm
Meatloaf

Thurs Night
Supper 6-8pm
Chicken Pot Pie

FRIDAY

5-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu

5-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu
Country Line Dancing

5-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu

Xmas Basket Packing
6:30pm

5-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu

‘ SATURDAY

12-8:30 pm Kitchen
Menu
Karaoke 7:30pm

12-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu
Childrens Xmas Party

Xmas Basket Delivery
9am-Noon

Members Christmas
Party 6pm

Karaoke 7:30pm

Christmas Day
Community

Dinner
TAP ROOM
CLOSED

12-8:30pm Kitchen
Menu
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