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Exalted Ruler Message
Greetings, Brothers and Sisters!

Where did September go? One minute we 
were swatting mosquitoes (or Lantern flies) 
in Antler Park, and the next we’re digging 
out sweaters and debating whether it’s too 
early for pumpkin everything. (It’s not. It 
never is.) What a month it was, and October 
is shaping up to be even busier. Grab a cup 
of coffee, or a cider, and let’s catch up.

A Standing Ovation for the 2026 Summer 
Concert Series. We officially closed the 
book on another fantastic Summer Concert 
Series. Week after week, great musicians 
filled Antler Park with music. None of 
it would have been possible without our 
generous donors: Jerry Artz, Barb Zink of 
Coldwell Banker, and M&R Mechanical. 

Showing Up for Our Community - Our annual Soccer Shoot and our Veteran 
Boat Ride and Dinner reminded us once again of something important. Year 
after year, our community looks for the Elks to show up, and year after year, 
we do. Watching young athletes give it their all and seeing our veterans enjoy 
a day on the water and a meal together in their honor is exactly why we do 
what we do. Thank you to every volunteer who made these events possible. 
You are the heart of this Lodge.

Mixed Tape Match: Sold Out and Giving Back!! Our sold-out Mixed Tape 
Match produced a very generous donation to the Elks National Foundation! 
This matters more than many realize. The ENF is how we make sure 
Elkdom can always give back to so many noble causes, from scholarships to 
veterans’ services to youth programs and support for Lodges in their own 
communities. Every dollar raised here travels far beyond our walls. Thank you 
to all who played, donated, and supported this effort.

To round out September, we attended Grand Exalted Ruler Tim Jaeger’s 
reception and dinner at the Westbrook Elks Lodge. I was so proud to see 
such a wonderful showing of “Mighty Milford” Officers and Members. We 
represented our Lodge with pride, and yes, people noticed. Thank you to 
everyone who made the trip.

October: Our First-Ever Hoe Down, Yeehaw! Dust off your boots, find 
that cowboy hat you swore you’d wear again someday, and come on down! 
Whether you’re a seasoned Cowboy/Cowgirl or someone who just likes to 
holler “yeehaw” at the right moment, there’s a spot for you. Western wear 
optional. Enthusiasm required!

I hope to see the fun ideas at our Trunk or Treat, children’s Halloween party 
on 10/17 and the costume ideas for the Adult Halloween party on the 31st. 
Please keep your eye on the Lodge calendar, your email, and our social media 
pages for event details and any last-minute changes.

As always, thank you for your dedication, your generosity, and your 
willingness to show up, whether in a cowboy hat, a costume, or just your Elks 
pin. It is an honor to serve as your Exalted Ruler.

See you at the Lodge!
Fraternally yours,
Mary H. Garfield
Exalted Ruler

OCTOBER 2026 
Lodge Meetings:

7:00pm 6th & 20th



SECRETARY NOTES
Members,

This month I would like to talk to you about the ELKS 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION, also known as the great 
heart of Elkdom.  As you are probably aware National 
Foundation provides funds very many of our charitable 
programs and without it we could not be as effective in 
the MILFORD community as we currently are.

The ENF consists of donations by individuals and 
groups to grow and the fund only distributes money to 
the Lodges from the interest earned, they never touch 
the principal amount in the fund. Each year the Grand 
Exalted Ruler sets a goal for the Lodges to attain to 
support the foundation, this year the goal is $5.50 per 
member. Given our membership that is a total of $3,405. 
Last year alone we received over four times that amount 
back to use for our charitable programs in Milford. These 
include the Hoop and Soccer Shoot, our drug awareness 
program, our yearly boat trip and dinner for our 
veterans, Our Christmas food baskets for the needy in 
our community and our Christmas Day dinner, open to 
the public at no cost. These are just a few of the programs 
that are funded by the National Foundation. You can 
see this is a worthwhile investment. Please consider a 
donation to the ENF, all it takes is Ten dollars to get 
started. To get an application you can go online to the 
National Website and download it or contact me or ER 
Mary Garfield. 

As we enter the second half of the Lodge year, we still 
have 60 delinquent members.  Please send in your dues 
payment as quickly as you can. If you do not have a 2026 
– 2027 membership card, then you are in arrears. This 
means you are considered an “Elk not in Good Standing” 
and as such are not entitled to Lounge and or Lodge 
privileges and cannot be in the social quarters or signed 
in as a guest, no matter what type of event is going on. 

If you have moved recently, please remember to notify 
me of your new address.  You can email it to me to 
milfordlodge1589@gmail.com. Don’t miss out on any 
of the great activities and opportunities we have by not 
providing your current address.

Also, Save the date as our District Deputy Grand Exalter 
Ruler our own Joseph Mager III will make his official 
homecoming visit to Milford on Tuesday, November 3, 
2026. I hope you can join us on this special day.  

•	 Delinquent Members: 60
•	 Pending Reinstatements: 3
•	 Applications to be read: 1
•	 Candidates awaiting Investigation: 8
•	 Investigation: October 5, 2026
•	 Awaiting Initiation: 0
•	 Initiation: November 3, 2026
•	
Dave Field, PDD
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dear members,  

The BOD meets once per month, normally 
scheduled for the Monday before the second 
Tuesday meeting of the month. The Board met on 
September 14, 2026.

Repairs to the lodge are ongoing.  This includes the 
elevator being repaired & adjusted during its annual 
inspection.   Our hall rug has been shampooed, & 5 
new tables have been purchased for the hall.  It takes 
a lot of attention to repairing the minor items, so 
our lodge remains in top shape.  Please keep doing 
your part in taking pride in our lodge by picking up 
garbage or whatever is needed.

Thanks to Debbie Price & many members keeping 
our front entrance flowers looking great.  Bruce 
Buzelle continues to keep Antler Park looking great 
with grass cutting & other landscaping work.

As expected, our lodge is busier during Fall through 
Spring timeframe.  September was a very strong 
month with many bigger events that returned such 
as the Elktoberfest, Mixed Tape/Music Bingo & 
the Soccer Shoot.  We even had a very successful 
new event, Cigar & Bourbon Night.   No event goes 
unnoticed because of all the event leaders & help 
plus all the members & non-member participation.  
Come on down & enjoy all the events our great 
lodge has to offer this October, including the Hoe 
Down, Halloween Party, Karaoke, Game Night & 
more!

If you have any questions or concerns please speak 
to me, or any of your Board Members. Jennifer 
Vondle PER, Mary Garfield ER, Leading Knight 
Sarah Muoio, Lecturing Knight Don Sanchez, 
Secretary Dave Field PDD, and Treasurer Kelly 
O’Hara.

The next Board meeting is Monday, October 19, at 
7:00 PM.

Fraternally yours,

Dave Williams, PER		
Chairman Elect, BOD		
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What a great summer had by all and such great send off to our  
summer concert series on September 16th. Thank you to all the 
members and friends who came out each Wednesday and chose the 
Elks to have dinner and listen to some great tunes! As always a huge 
“Thank You” to the sponsors who made the Summer series such a 
success.

We had a great turn out for our annual Elktoberfest, and September’s 
mixtape match was a packed house and even with a last minute 
equipment fail in the kitchen, our resilient members showed up, 
packed the house and a great time had by all. The taproom continues 
to show that our members choose the lodge to come down, relax, 
watch tv, hang with friends and have a meal (or a pizza).

Looking ahead to a fantastic Fall and upcoming events and holidays. 
Keep an eye on the calendar, virtual lounge Facebook page or email 
for last minute events, or changes due to weather. The long awaited 
new event this month that is sure to get our members excited...the 
Hoe Down!!! Grab your tickets in the taproom! We have another 
Texas hold’em tournament scheduled in the taproom on October 
18th.            

Note: We will be changing our Jackbox Game Night  to Wednesday 
nights 7-9pm. 

Football season is back in full effect so come down and enjoy the 
games and our every Sunday Potluck while watching your favorite 
team. Every Sunday during football will be selling $3 domestic drafts 
from 1pm-10pm. 

Every month the taproom will bring new cocktails and will be 
updating our taproom food menu.  

New drinks of October will be: Pumpkin Spice Martini, Creamsicle 
Martini, Chocolate Expresso Martini, Grasshopper Martini and 
Apple Spice Martini.  New fall beers on tap are Samuel  Adam’s 
Oktoberfest, and Two Roads Rosemary’s Baby. 

Remember,  we always have our everyday personal Zuppardi’s 
pizza. Every Monday starting at noon we have our hot roast beef 
sandwiches until they run out. 
 
Looking toward to see you all down in the taproom this month 
enjoying all the new drinks, specials, and food. 

Cheers

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
Dear Members, 

The leaves are changing, the cooler weather is rolling in, 
and fall fun is in full swing at the Lodge!

September was such a great month for activities. Line 
Dancing, Karaoke, Bourbon & Cigar Night, and Mixtape 
Match were all wonderful successes. Thank you so much 
to our members and families who attended, helped 
organize, volunteered, and supported each event. It truly 
takes a community to make these nights special, and we 
are very lucky to have so many people willing to pitch in 
and be part of the fun.

Our biggest event of the month is the Hoe Down on 
October 3rd! This is going to be such a fun night, and 
we would love to see a great turnout from all.  If you 
haven’t purchased your tickets yet, please do so as soon as 
possible so you don’t miss out!

We’ll also have Line Dancing returning this month, along 
with a Karaoke night in October, so be sure to check the 
bulletin calendar for the dates and details.

Halloween fun is also right around the corner! Sign-up 
sheets for the Children’s Halloween Party and Trunk or 
Treat are posted outside of the Taproom. We hope our 
Lodge families will join us and help make both events 
memorable for the kids.

Please continue to keep an eye on our Facebook page for 
updates and reminders, and check the bulletin calendar 
for all upcoming dates and activities.

Most of all, thank you to our wonderful members and 
families for your continued support. Your participation, 
ideas, helping hands, and enthusiasm are what keep our 
Lodge active, welcoming, and fun.

Wishing everyone a happy and enjoyable fall season!

Jennifer P Vondle, PER, Activities Chair
jennifervondle@gmail.com, 203-823-6313

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 Jim Garfield & Jerry Artz - HC Co-Chairs

TAPROOM HOURS	 HAPPY HOUR 
Mondays 12-10pm			   3-6pm
Tuesdays 4-11pm			   4-6pm
Wednesdays 4-11pm			   4-6pm
Thursdays 4-11pm			   4-6pm
Fridays 2-12am 			   3-6pm
Saturdays 12-12am 			   3-6pm
Sundays 12-10pm			   3-6pm
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Weekly Specials:
Mondays:	 Roast beef sandwiches* $9.00 12-8pm
		  Domestic Pint Draft $3.00 
	  

Tuesdays:  	 Wine it down Tuesdays – Wine Specials 
 

Wednesdays:	 Frozen cocktail specials 
		  Jack Box Trivia 7-9pm 
 

Thursdays: 	 $6.00 Zuppardi’s personal pizzas
		  Bottles Night (Domestics) specials 
		  5pm-close  
 

Fridays: 		 Kitchen open 5:00-8:30pm (full menu)
		  Martini specials  
 

Saturdays:	 Kitchen open 5-8:30pm (full menu) 
		  Roast beef sandwiches* $9.00
		  Martini specials  
 

Sundays:		 Sunday PotLuck Day 
		  Sunday Game Day 3pm 
		  $3 domestic drafts all day and night 

* includes cole slaw and signature cherry pepper

Newly 
added to 

our kitchen 
and food 

menu: 
Kuhn’s 

Spicy Chili 
dogs 

ORDER CUSTOM FALL ELK WARE 
QR code below. (Online only) w/mailing options



ELK OF THE MONTH - Linda Kane
Linda Kane, our new member who hit the ground running!

Some members ease into Lodge life. Linda signed her membership card and practically sprinted out the door to 
find the next job that needed doing, and she hasn’t slowed down since!

Her first order of business was rolling up her sleeves for our landscaping crew. She didn’t pick the easy spot, 
either. Linda crawled right in and tackled the cleanup under the handicap ramp, a tight, dirty, thankless job that 
most folks quietly hope someone else will volunteer for. Linda volunteered. That’s the Elks spirit in action.

Then came the Milford Oyster Festival, where Linda was a steady, reliable presence shift after shift. When you 
needed a hand, you looked up and there she was, smiling and ready to go.

And just when we thought she might take a well-earned breather, she jumped right into the Soccer Shoot, cheer-
ing on the kids and helping keep things running smoothly.

What sets Linda apart isn’t just how much she does. It’s how she does it. Her energy is contagious, and she carries 
a genuine sense of gratitude for being part of this Lodge family. She reminds all of us why we joined in the first 
place: to serve our community, support one another, and have a great time doing it.

Linda, you embody Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity, and you’ve only just begun! On behalf of Mil-
ford Elks Lodge, thank you for everything you’ve given in such a short time. We can’t wait to see what you do 
next.

Hats off and antlers up to our Elk of the Month, Linda! 

 
TIP OF THE ANTLERS - James & Sue Kiely, Bob & Barb Zink and Jenn 
and Morgan Vondle 
A big Tip of the Antler to James Kiely, Bob Zink, and their spouses for planning and running our very first Cigar 
& Bourbon event in Antler Park! From the first idea to the last pour, their enthusiasm and organization showed 
in every detail. Guests enjoyed a relaxed evening of fine cigars, good bourbon, and great company under the 
open sky, exactly the kind of fellowship that makes our Lodge special. Launching a new event takes vision, hard 
work, and plenty of behind-the-scenes effort, and this team made it look easy. Thanks to them, we have a new 
tradition in the making, and we’re already looking forward to the next one. Well done, and thank you!

TIP OF THE ANTLERS - Jeff & Gail Hall
A heartfelt Tip of the Antler to Jeff Hall and his wife, Gail, for once again organizing and running our Veterans 
Boat ride around the Thimble Islands followed by a delicious Prime Rib dinner and raffle back at the lodge. Year 
after year, Jeff and Gail give our veterans a day on the water filled with beautiful views, camaraderie, and the 
gratitude they so richly deserve. Their dedication reflects the Elks’ promise that “So long as there are Veterans, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will NEVER forget them.” Thank you, Jeff and Gail, for honoring 
those who served with such care and generosity. Our Lodge is proud of you both.
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HAVE SOMEONE YOU WANT TO NOMINATE FOR ELK OF THE 
MONTH OR TIP OF THE ANTLERS?

Send your nomination to Mary Garfield 
maryhgarfield@gmail.com



Christian Haight		  Application to be read
Scott McCoprmack	 Application to be read
Michael Binder		  Investigation
Todd Casey		  Investigation
Edward Crutchfield	 Investigation
Paul DeFrancisco		 Investigation
Gerald Elam		  Transfer Dimit
Alexander Ferraro	 Investigation
Charles Nappe Jr.		 Investigation
Kelly Walsh		  Reinstatement

CANDIDATES MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
INITIATION SEPTEMBER 2026

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES
IF YOU HAVE PAID YOUR 2026-2027 
MEMBERSHIP DUES: Ask the Steward on 
duty in the taproom. If you have quesitons 
please reach out to David Field, Secretary.

IF YOU HAVE  NOT PAID YOUR 2026-2027 
MEMBERSHIP DUES: Your membership card 
will not give you access to the taprrom. You will 
have to buzz in and pay your dues to continue 
to visit.
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Can and Bottle Drive
Sunday, October 4th 
10 AM- 2 PM
Bring your bottles 
and cans and let your 
friends know. 

Volunteers needed to 
sort glass bottles,  
plastic bottles and 
cans.

Lodge Hall Monitors and 
Volunteer Booking Contacts Needed!

Are you interested in helping keep our lodge rentals 
safe, secure, and thriving for future bookings?

We are holding an information meeting to detail the 
specific responsibilities of becoming a Lodge Rental 
Monitor or a Volunteer Hall Booking Contact.

    •    Date: Monday, October 5
    •    Time: 6:00 PM

Please join us to learn how you can get involved and 
support our community space.



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Wish another member Happy Birthday. Stop in the month of your Birthday and start the day you choose to 
celebrate your birthday with us and both you and your significant other will receive a complimentary drink of 
your choice.

1	 James Malaney
2	 Richard Dzialo
3	 Leonard Alterio, Thomas Murphy, John Phillips, Sr
4	 Gerald Artz, Kiersten Bernier, Jack Pincus-Coyle
5	 David Chupcavich, Kyle Lang
7	 Alison Bernier, Leo Beutel, Philip Delauri
8	 Howard Murph Fanning
9	 Christopher Terew
11	 Julie Gombieski
13	 Jessica Elliott, James Napolitano
14	 Thomas Craig, Jr, Dominick Veccharelli, Jr
15	 Carmen Ouellet Artz
17	 Caroline Butler, Richard Paier
18	 Charles Brienza, Robert Lively
20	 Bruce Buzelle, Bartholomew Chadderton, Nicole Fabricatore, Gina Marie Falt
21	 Heidi Hinckley, Kenneth Thomas, Jr
22	 Jean Amazan
23	 Stephen Macauley
24	 Ellen Novack
25	 Josie Hill, Peter Liontas, Gerald Rowe
26	 Anthony Alamo
27	 Joseph Leto, Harold Manaskie, Jr
29	 Joseph Duguay, Cathy Stavrovsky
30	 Bonnie Tompsen
31	 Judy Attianese, Daniel Contaras

RIDERS’ CORNER
September was another great month for the Milford Elks Riders! Our Riders were proud to volunteer at the Closer to Free 
Ride in New Haven, helping with route safety along the 100-mile course and welcoming riders back at the Yale Bowl in 
support of Smilow Cancer Hospital and Yale Cancer Center.

Next up is Tank’s Toy Drive! Join us Sunday, October 11 from 12–5 PM at our Lodge. We’ll collect new toys for the Yale 
New Haven Children’s Hospital Toy Closet to bring happiness to kids during their hospital stays and as they head home. 
With music, food, and plenty of fun, come spend the day with us, celebrate the good we can do together, and help make an 
even bigger impact for the kids who need it most.

Can’t make it? You can still help! Shop our Amazon Wish List and have your donation shipped directly to us: https://bit.ly/
tankstoydrive

Let’s come together and fill that Toy Closet!

Our next Riders meeting will be Monday, October 26 at 7 PM. We hope to see you there!

Fraternally,
Jim Garfield, PER
President, Elks Riders
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HOUSE COMMITTEE

Exciting drinks coming in October
•	 Tito’s lavender lemonade
•	 Apple cider cocktail
•	 Pear martini
•	 Violet lemon drop martini
•	 Lemon meringue martini
•	 Jolly rancher martini
•	 Skinny margarita
•	 Prickly pear margarita
•	 Coconut margarita
•	 Cherry cola margarita 
•	 Hugo spritz 
•	 Limoncello spritz 
•	 Councilman 
•	 Razzy bourbon sour
•	 And our new signature cocktail (The Exalted 

Ruler) 

Kids’ Halloween Party & Trunk or Treat!

Calling all Milford Elks Lodge members! It’s time to get into the 
spooky spirit. We’re hosting our annual Kids’ Halloween Party on 
Saturday, October 17th, starting at 10:00 AM, and we can’t wait 
to celebrate with our wonderful Lodge family.

This event is open to all children and grandchildren of members, 
so bring the little ones out in their favorite costumes for a 
morning packed with fall festivities!

What’s in Store?
•	 Trunk or Treat: Plenty of sweet treats and decorated cars for 

the kids to explore.
•	 Halloween Craft: A fun, hands-on craft activity for all ages.
•	 Delicious Lunch: A tasty lunch provided for the kids after 

the activities.

We Need Volunteers!
•	 To make this morning extra special for the kids, we are 

looking for volunteers to pitch in with:
•	 Trunk or Treat setup & candy distribution
•	 Kitchen help

How to Sign Up:

Sign-up sheets are located at either entrance to the Taproom. 
Please take a moment to stop by, put your name down, and help 
us put together a memorable Halloween event for our kids!
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MEMBERS’ BUSINESS ADS 
If you are interested in having an ad in this bulletin, please contact Amy Potts amy@aapk.com. 
Business card ad - $10/month for a year
1/2 page ad - $15/month for a year

Amy Potts, Owner
203-305-3124

Have your valuables inventoried to protect them. 
Great for insurance and estate planning purposes.

Not an appraisal service

PHOTOS 
VETERANS BOAT RIDE              CLOSER TO FREE

Oct-Nov
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October 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3
Activities Com-
mittee Meeting 
7:00pm 

Full Menu 5-8:30pm Roast Beef 12-5pm 
Full Menu 5-8:30pm 
Hoe Down 5-9pm 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Can & Bottle Drive 
10am-2pm
Game Night 3pm 
Pot Luck Sunday 

Roast Beef Sandwiches 
12-8pm 
Investigation/Orientation 
Meeting 6:30pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm

Jack Box Trivia 
7-9pm

Full Menu 5-8:30pm 
Line Dancing

Roast Beef 12-5pm 
Full Menu 5-8:30pm 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pot Luck Sunday 
Game Night 3pm 
Riders Toy Drive 
12-5pm

Roast Beef Sandwiches 
12-8pm 

Jack Box Trivia 
7-9pm

Elks Riders Social 
7-11pm

Full Menu 5-8:30pm Children’s Halloween 
Roast Beef 12-5pm 
Full Menu 5-8:30pm
Karaoke 7:30pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Pot Luck Sunday 
Game Night 3pm 
Texas Hold’em

Roast Beef Sandwiches 
12-8pm 
BOD Meeting 7-8pm 

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm (Initiation)

Jack Box Trivia 
7-9pm

Full Menu 5-8:30pm Roast Beef 12-5pm 
Full Menu 5-8:30pm 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Pot Luck Sunday 
Game Night 3pm 
October Birthday

Roast Beef Sandwiches 
12-8pm 
Riders Meeting (Hall) 
7-8pm

House Committee 
Meeting 7pm

Jack Box Trivia 
7-9pm

Full Menu 5-8:30pm Roast Beef 12-5pm 
Full Menu 5-8:30pm 
Adult Halloween 
7-11pm

VOLUNTEER TO ADD MORE EVENTS TO THIS CALENDAR EVERY MONTH
GOT AN IDEA?       SHARE IT WITH ANYONE ON PAGE 1


